
To the Board of Regents, UC Chancellors, and UC System
Student Body:

We hope this letter finds you well. On July 2, 2025, it was
publicly reaffirmed by University of California President
Michael Drake that, in a letter directed to UC system
Chancellors, student governments are restricted in their
financial autonomy, stating “boycotts of companies based on
their association with a particular country” would go against
their “sound business practices.” We, as UC system student
body presidents, were first made aware of the public
reaffirmation not through our own administrators, but through
an article published by the LA Times. We are, first and
foremost, deeply disheartened by the lack of communication
and accountability by our respective administrations, who have
chosen to undermine our value as student leaders and discredit
the students we represent. Secondly, we are incredibly alarmed
at the timing of this reaffirmation, especially given that this
comes soon after the Federal Administration has pressured the
UC to comply with their agenda. Moreover, we are disappointed
by this direct attack on our student governments’ right to
financial autonomy and free speech.
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The undergraduate student governments of the University of
California campuses were created to represent student voices to
higher administration. As such, they hold a strong history of
activism in the form of boycott and divestment, most notably in
student-led initiatives to divest from South Africa in 1986.
However, this decision isn’t reflective of the UC’s strong history of
protest and activism, but rather of demands levied by the Trump
administration. By threatening to withhold federal funding from
the UC system, the Board of Regents took a stand against their
student bodies’ freedom of speech, a dangerous precedent that will
only limit the exchange of ideas, innovation, and progress our
university system is known for.  

We understand the fiduciary responsibilities that the UC System
holds, and how pressures from the federal administration have
increased uncertainty in necessary funding. We by no means
would want to put our students in harm’s way by putting their
funding at risk. This is why we implore our administrations to
work with student leaders and maintain communication,
something that has slowly started disappearing in recent years.
It is integral to the well-being of our students that we have
representation in matters that affect us. Failure to communicate
with student leaders takes this representation away.

https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/how-students-helped-end-apartheid
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-07-02/uc-bans-israel-boycotts-bds-student-governement-trump-pressure
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-07-02/uc-bans-israel-boycotts-bds-student-governement-trump-pressure
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We call on the incoming UC President James B Milliken to
protect students and their interests before catering to a federal
administration that is intent on causing us harm, which it has
already done in the form of legislation that cuts financial aid,
healthcare, and SNAP benefits from students, as well as millions
of Americans across the country, and will continue to do. We
call on the UC Regents and our administrators to continue to
fight against federal pressures alongside us, to continue putting
students' interests first. We further hope that our
administrations will provide better communication and clarity
to student leaders going forward so we can all do our best to
protect our students together.
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